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Transitions

Change and development are 
central to our work in curative 
education and social therapy: 
Individuals and social orga-
nisms are only alive as long 
as they are changing, growing 
and transforming in a dynamic 
exchange with their environ-
ment. The worldwide anthro-
posophic curative education 
and social therapy movement 
is one such social organism. 
It is a living and continually 
developing entity with its own 
biography, stages of develop-
ment, thresholds, and phases 
of growth and consolidation.

This worldwide community 
was founded with the com-
mon intention to be active in 
teaching, healing and shaping 
social structures out of anthro-
posophic spiritual science and 
with anthroposophic means. 
The intention is to carry out 
this work anywhere where the 
integrity of the human being is 
endangered and the individual 
human being is marginalized 
and excluded from the prere-
quisites for a successful bio-

graphy because of individual 
and societal circumstances.

It is the Curative Education 
and Social Therapy Council’s 
task to accompany, promote 
and support the development 
of this movement’s organism. 
To this end, the circle of Coun-
cil members is composed of 
representatives of the coun-
tries, regions and fi elds of 
work within this global move-
ment. The annual Council mee-
tings are intended to foster 
overall awareness of its deve-
lopment, needs and possibili-
ties, resulting in cooperative, 
international collaboration 
that is also realized in concrete 
projects. Making these col-
laborative activities possible 
and coordinating them is the 
central task of the Council Lea-
dership Team and Secretariat 
in Dornach, Switzerland.

2016 was a year of transition. 
At the end of the year, after 21 
years of intensive development 
work, Rüdiger Grimm passed 
on the tasks of leadership and 
coordination to the new Lea-

dership Team. The organism as 

a whole is entering a new deve-

lopmental phase, now led by 

Jan Göschel (Managing Direc-

tor and Leadership Team, half-

time position), Sonja Zausch 

(Leadership Team, part-time 

[20%] position) and Bert Van-

mechelen (Leadership Team, 

part-time [20%] position). In 

the next few years, activity on 

the periphery of the organism 

will play a central role. Perhaps 

even more than in the past, 

the development of our com-

mon work in the world will 

depend on how we act locally 

and realize our initiatives and 

projects; it will depend on our 

cultivating our institutions, 

organizations and commu-

nities and acting eff ectively 

in our encounters and relati-

onships with the individual 

human beings around us. By 

focusing on this, we will simul-

taneously develop global thin-

king and a constant conscious-

ness of the worldwide coope-

rative and spiritual interrela-

tionships of which we, along 
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Conferences and working groups

with other fi elds of work within 
the transdisciplinary organism 
of the worldwide anthroposo-
phic movement, the Anthropo-
sophic Society, and the School 
of Spiritual Science, are a part.

International Conference

In this spirit, the International 
Conference for Curative Educa-
tion and Social Therapy, which 
took place at the Goetheanum 
in October of 2016, bore the 
motto “…and growing, root me 
in existence.” The conference 
theme, “Selfhood as bridge 
between body and world”, 
was illuminated from indivi-
dual and social perspectives in 
lectures by Michaela Glöckler, 
Walter Dahlhaus, Constanza 
Kaliks, David Schwartz and 
Matthias Wildermuth, and was 
the focus of numerous work-
shops. Current work priorities 
relating to the phenomena of 
poverty, migration, and vio-
lence were introduced. Artistic 
programming supported and 
deepened our common work. 

There was also, as always, 
plenty of space for personal 
and professional meetings, for 
exchange, for development of 
ideas, and for organizing con-
crete collaboration.

Annual Meeting of Council 
Members

The annual Council member 
meeting, where representa-
tives of the various regions and 
fi elds of work within the world-
wide curative education and 
social therapy movement meet 
annually, took place immedia-
tely following the International 
Conference. For the fi rst time, 
this meeting was moderated 
by the newly designated Lea-
dership Team—Jan Göschel, 
Sonja Zausch and Bart Van-
mechelen. In light of the upco-
ming transition, much of the 
retreat was spent in very fruit-
ful and open discussions of 
prospects. In these discus-
sions, we focused on cla-
rifying the current needs of the 
movement, setting priorities, 

and initiating a process that 

will lead to the formulation of 

concrete project goals for the 

work of the Council at the next 

retreat in 2017.

Training Conference in Kassel

After a three-year process, the 

development of a new Char-

ter on Professional Education 

was completed at this year’s 

annual meeting of the Inter-

national Training Circle. The 

accreditation process, which 

is based on a peer review pro-

cess, will now be revised with 

reference to the Charter. The 

Charter was also the focus of 

this year’s conference con-

tent, with contributions that 

highlighted various aspects of 

the common principles descri-

bed in the document and que-

stioned their signifi cance in 

a practical context. Bodo von 

Plato, the guest speaker, star-

ted the conference off  with a 

presentation on the structu-

ring of educational cultures.



The annual recognition and 

appreciation of newly com-

pleted certifi cation and recer-

tifi cation processes also took 

place, as usual.

International Training Circle 
and Training Council 

The Training Council coordi-

nates the work of the Interna-

tional Training Circle and orga-

nizes its annual conference. It 

is one of the Council’s working 

groups and meets twice yearly 

in addition to the annual con-

ference in order to support the 

activities of the Training Net-

work. These meetings also 

often recognize and celebrate 

the training work being carried 

out in various regions. This 

year, the group met in Järna, 

Sweden and at the Step Toge-

ther Association in Lebanon.

Research Circle

Four research-oriented contri-
butions were presented at the 
Research Symposium, which 
took place immediately follow-
ing the Training Conference in 
Kassel. Johannes Kiersch pre-
sented on the topic of Anthro-
posophy in Social and Scho-
larly Discourse and Dialogue. 
Ralf Giese introduced a pro-
ject that focuses on sailing 
with young people in need of 
social and emotional support. 
Rüdiger Grimm gave us some 
insight into his work on the 
historical context of the Cura-
tive Education Course, focu-
sing on the development of the 
concepts of empathy, theory of 
mind, and intuition. Brigitte 
Kaldenberg closed the Sym-
posium with a presentation on 
training the ability to learn in 
the context of education.

Social Therapy Working Group

The Social Therapy Working 
Group continued to focus on 
the central topic of social agri-
culture and worked on pre-
parations for an internatio-
nal conference on this topic in 
Great Britain in 2017.

ECCE

The European Cooperation in 
Anthroposophical Curative 
Education and Social Therapy 
represents the anthroposophic 
curative education and social 
therapeutic movement in Euro-
pean fora through an indepen-
dent legal entity. Among other 
things, ECCE supports the work 
of ELIANT and the “Living in 
the Encounter” conferences. 
ECCE’s 2016 annual meeting 
took place in Trondheim, in 
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Developments in the Medical Section

celebration of the Norwegian 
Camphill Community’s 50th 
anniversary. Among the decisi-
ons made was the agreement 
to move ECCE’s offi  ces from the 
Netherlands to Belgium, which 
should facilitate connections 
with other European NGOs and 
partners. Although only appro-
ximately 1.5% of people with 
disabilities in Europe receive 
services through the 30 asso-
ciations and approximately 
400 member organizations of 
the anthroposophic curative 
education and social therapy 
movement, these alliances 
make active participation in 
developments on a European 
Level possible.

Developments in the Medical 
Section

In the fall of 2016, our long-
time Director Michaela Glöckler 
retired, passing on her respon-
sibilities to Matthias Girke and 
Georg Soldner. The new Sec-
tion Directors initiated a new 

process, carried by IKAM, the 
International Coordination for 
Anthroposophic Medicine (in 
which the Leadership Team 
of the Curative Education and 
Social Therapy Council is also 
represented) to identify new 
focal points for the Section’s 
work. Both Rüdiger Grimm 
and Jan Göschel, designated 
Managing Director of the new 
Leadership Team, took part in 
this work at the IKAM retreat in 
the fall of 2016. Georg Soldner 
was also invited to participate 
in the Council discussions on 
future perspectives.

Secretariat

The Secretariat is responsible 
for representing the Interna-
tional Curative Education and 
Social Therapy Council both 
internally and externally. It 
works with the national asso-
ciations and institutions, orga-
nizes conferences, and takes 
on advisory responsibilities for 
associations and institutions. 

In addition to the magazine 
“Seelenpflege” [“Soul Care”], 
it is also currently publishing 
the academic book series “Edi-
tion Anthropos – Heilpäda-
gogik und Sozialtherapie aus 
anthroposophischen Perspek-
tiven” [“Edition Anthropos – 
Anthroposophic Perspectives 
on Curative Education and 
Social Therapy”].

In 2016, the Secretariat con-
sisted of Prof. Rüdiger Grimm, 
Director; Gabriele Schol-
tes, editorial staff  of “Seelen-
pflege” magazine; and Pascale 
Hoff mann, offi  ce and accoun-
ting. Part-time staff  inclu-
ded Prof. Bernhard Schmalen-
bach, editorial staff  of “See-
lenpflege” magazine; Roland 
Maus, graphic designer; and 
Dr. Peter Arni, honorary editor 
of the Council website. In addi-
tion to his full-time position as 
Director of the Council, Rüdiger 
Grimm held a professorship in 
Theory and Methods in Curative 
Education at the Alanus Univer-
sity of Arts and Social Sciences 
in Alfter (Germany). The desi-
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gnated new Leadership Team, 
consisting of Dr. Jan Göschel, 
Sonja Zausch and Bart Vanme-
chelen, was also involved with 
the work in many areas.

Governing body

The Curative Education and 
Social Therapy Council is a 
department of the Medical 
Section of the School of Spi-
ritual Science at the Goethea-
num, in Dornach, Switzerland. 
Its legal body is the “Fonds für 
Heilpädagogik und Sozialthe-
rapie”, a Swiss association 
which is not listed in the com-
mercial register. In 2016, the 
President was Michael Dack-
weiler, Deckenpfronn, Ger-
many. Legal members were 
Brigitte Kaldenberg, Dornach, 
Switzerland; Peter Keusch-
nigg, Munich, Germany (until 
March 22nd, 2016); and 
Manfred Trautwein, Marburg, 
Germany (beginning March 
22nd, 2016). The Managing 
Director was Rüdiger Grimm.

Annual fi nancial statement

Funding for the Curative Educa-

tion and Social Therapy Coun-

cil is predominantly provi-

ded by solidarity contributions 

from the various countries or 

their organizations and institu-

tions. Each country provides a 

contribution based on estima-

ted need, their own resources, 

and the amount of other coun-

tries’ contributions. The spon-

soring association is responsi-

ble for drafting the budget and 

the annual fi nancial statement. 

The Council members receive 

both the annual fi nancial state-

ment and the budget for the 

coming fi scal year. In addition, 

the statement and budget are 

discussed at the annual retreat. 

A summary of the annual fi nan-

cial statement is published in 

“Seelenpflege” magazine and 

on the Council website.

Despite under-budget perso-

nnel costs and a small incre-

ase in country contributions, 

which continue to bear witness 

to the high level of solidarity 
in the worldwide movement, 
the year ended with a defi cit 
of just under CHF 8,000. This 
defi cit was primarily caused 
by a debit for diff erences in 
currency exchange rates for 
the close of 2016 of almost 
CHF 13,000. This was due to 
the adjustment of the EUR-CHF 
exchange rate on funds deposi-
ted for the transaction, and the 
resulting relative loss in value 
for the accounts, which are 
maintained in EUR. Because 
of this, we will lay a better 
foundation for future budgets 
based on the exchange rate 
developments in recent years.

Heartfelt thanks to all who 
actively supported the 
Council’s work again this past 
year, whether fi nancially, spi-
ritually, or through your work 
and resources. The worldwide 
collaboration in our movement 
is only made possible through 
all of your contributions!

Jan Göschel, 

Managing Director
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Members of the Curative Education and Social Therapy Council 2016

Argentinien/Argentinia

Doris Unger

Armenien/Armenia

Zaruhi Manoukyan

Australien/Australia

Martin Porteous

Belgien/Belgium

Bart Vanmechelen

Brasilien/Brasilia

Paula Cardoso Mourao

Susanne Rotermund (N)

Bulgarien: nn

Chile: nn

Dänemark/Denmark

Lars Swendsen

Lisbet Kolmos (A)

Deutschland/Germany

Manfred Barth

Rainer Dormann

Anette Gischler (A)

Maria Hösle-Stix

Peter Keuschnigg (A)

Andrea Kron-Petrovic 

Helmut Pohlmann

Stefan Siegel-Holz

Elke Stranglow-Jorberg

Manfred Trautwein

Stephan Goebel (A)

Cornelia Zimber-Braemer

Ecuador: nn 

Estland/Estonia

Anne Daniel-Karlsen

Finnland/Finland

Leni Knutar

Frankreich/France

Magali Bourcart

Jessie Delange

Georgien/Georgia

Marina Shostak

Griechenland/Greece: nn

Grossbritannien/Great Britain

Angela Ralph

Brigitte van Rooij

Richard Tucker 

Indien/India

Liane da Gama

Irland (Republik)/Ireland (Rep)

Anthony Whittle

Israel

Yftach Ben-Shalom

Italien/Italy

Raff aella Brambilla

Kirgisien/Kirgisistan

Igor Schälike

Kolumbien

Oscar Betancourt

Lettland/Latvia

Ieva Zunda (N)

Mexico: nn

Moldawien: nn

Neuseeland/New Zealand

Trisha Glover

Niederlande/Netherlands

Dr. Pim Blomaard

Merlijn Trouw

Norwegen/Norway

Ingrid Braune

Birka Schmidt-Bäumler 

Österreich/Austria

Christine Thomas

Pakistan

Shaheeda Hanessen

Pazifi scher Raum: nn

Peru

Victor Cordóva

Daniel F. Lage Saavedra (N)

Polen/Poland: nn

Portugal

Bert ten Brinke

Rumänien/Romania

Adrian Pintea 

Russland/Russia

Dr. Tamara Isaeva

Schweden/Sweden

Paula Hämäläinen-Karlström

Marianne Lindström 

Mats-Ola Ohlsson

Schweiz/Switzerland

Kathrin Fichtmüller 

Dr. Andreas Fischer

Brigitte Kaldenberg 

Johannes Metz 

Frieder Recht

Andreas Schutter (A)

Matthias Spalinger

Spanien/Spain

Fidel Ortega Dueñas

Angelines Martinez-Cuencas

Südliches Afrika/South Africa

Julio Laset 

Thailand

Anchana Soontornpitag

Tschechien/Czechia

Katerina Matskova 

Ukraine

Valeriya Medvedeva

Ungarn/Hungary

Prof. Dr. Zsusza Mesterhazy

USA und Kanada

Kimberley Dorn Bay

Mary Small

Koordinationsgruppe

Magali Bourcart 

Raff aela Brambilia (A)

Michael Dackweiler

Dr. Andreas Fischer (A)

Dr. Michaela Glöckler (A)

Jan C. Göschel (N)

Prof. Dr. Rüdiger Grimm (A)

Mats-Ola Ohlsson

Brigitte van Rooij

Dr. Andrea Seemann

Bart Vanmechelen

Sonja Zauch (N)

ECCE

Béatrice Cussac

Bernard Heldt

Anne Nayert (N)

Adrienne Thier (A)

Freunde der Erziehungskunst

Thomas Kraus

Wissenschaftskreis

Prof. Dr. Rüdiger Grimm (A)

Ausbildungskreis

Dr. Andreas Fischer

Sozialtherapeutische Arbeitsgruppe

Stephan Siegel-Holz

Ärzte

Dr. Andrea Seemann

Camphill Movementgruppe

nn

Gäste

June Pontius

Hsiao-Ni Chen

Peng Wang

Georg Soldner

Sektion und Sekretariat der Konferenz

Dr. Michaela Glöckler (A)

Prof. Dr. Rüdiger Grimm (A)

Pacale Hoff mann

Gabriele Scholtes 

(A) – ausgeschieden

(N) – neu


